2 Timothy 2:23-26 But avoid foolish and ignorant disputes, knowing that they generate strife. And a servant of the Lord must not quarrel but be gentle to all, able to teach, patient, in humility correcting those who are in opposition, if God perhaps will grant them repentance, so that they may know the truth, and that they may come to their senses and escape the snare of the devil, having been taken captive by him to do his will.
 

This verse was at the end of a "word" that I received in my email this morning. I am sharing it because it speaks on the position we must take as the ones who have been called to provide correction.
 

The first thing I noticed is that these verses are making reference to conversations between believers. The foolish and ignorant disputes are breaking out between people who are called by His name. The enemy loves this! While we are busy arguing over things that have absolutely NO eternal value, he is stealing, killing and destroying everything that he can.
 

The other side of this topic of not quarreling is when the saints of God take the stance that it means that we should never teach or correct those who are in opposition.  That's incorrect also because the end of the verse says that there is a need for this in order that those in opposition might be granted "repentance so that they might know the truth and that they may come to their senses and escape the snare of the devil". How can we say that it's okay to allow them to remain as captives of the enemy when we have been instructed not only what to do about it, but also how to go about it?
 

You know, it's a sad thing when those of us who know the truth are not allowed to share it. It is a sad thing for the world that is dying to know the Lord. It is a sad thing to know that so many are dying because we are afraid to take the time to learn how to gently and patiently teach.  It is a sad thing to know that so many are dying because we will not take the time to learn what it really means to humbly offer correction to those who are in opposition to the truth of the bible. It is sad for them, but it is even more sad for us. 
Here are some of the related verses I found in my study of this verse today. Sometimes, it is better for our brethren if we can recognize that we will have to pursue a matter: 

1 Peter 3:14-17 AMP
(14) But even in case you should suffer for the sake of righteousness, [you are] blessed (happy, to be envied). Do not dread or be afraid of their threats, nor be disturbed [by their opposition].
(15) But in your hearts set Christ apart as holy [and acknowledge Him] as Lord. Always be ready to give a logical defense to anyone who asks you to account for the hope that is in you, but do it courteously and respectfully. [Isa. 8:12, 13.]
(16) [And see to it that] your conscience is entirely clear (unimpaired), so that, when you are falsely accused as evildoers, those who threaten you abusively and revile your right behavior in Christ may come to be ashamed [of slandering your good lives].
(17) For [it is] better to suffer [unjustly] for doing right, if that should be God's will, than to suffer [justly] for doing wrong.
Notice in verse 16 above, our conscience needs to be cleared. But we need to run out conscience by God to see what His standard is on whether our conscience is clear and not only use our own measurements or try our own cleaning methods, such as sweeping our own sin under a rug or running it by someone who we KNOW will agree with our position.  
Having said that, however, if we have something to offer, recognizing our own sin is not necessarily something that should cause us to keep silent on a matter of eternal importance. There is not much that works as well as a thorn in my flesh to keep me humble when I am called on to provide correction. It does not have to disqualify you, but you had better also be ready to share what you and God are doing to deal with your personal struggle with sin. Then is when your “student” will become aware of the real work of the Spirit in the life of a believer.  Then you will be doing much more than is being done today.  How often do we share with others that even those of us who give the appearance of being more “spiritual” than others do have struggles? We are becoming proficient at offering them comfort in their own sin without showing them what the Lord can do to free a willing soul.  You can take that opportunity to share what it is that the Lord IS ABLE to do for us and what we cannot do for ourselves in the area of besetting sins.

 Ephesians 4:1-3 AMP
(1) I THEREFORE, the prisoner for the Lord, appeal to and beg you to walk (lead a life) worthy of the [divine] calling to which you have been called [with behavior that is a credit to the summons to God's service,
(2) Living as becomes you] with complete lowliness of mind (humility) and meekness (unselfishness, gentleness, mildness), with patience, bearing with one another and making allowances because you love one another.
(3) Be eager and strive earnestly to guard and keep the harmony and oneness of [and produced by] the Spirit in the binding power of peace.

Notice that Paul speaks to the Ephesians here about our attitude as we live a life that is worthy of our calling. He says that we are to make allowances because of our love for one another. It says also that we are to strive earnestly to guard and keep the oneness that comes through the Love of God, by His Spirit. We are to guard and keep that harmony. This is where the Holy Spirit can do some of His greatest work.  
Jesus said that they (those who do not know Him) will know God loves us by our oneness. That oneness is something that comes from the Father’s love for each of us.  It’s not some fake made up kind of love, but the love that comes from being controlled by the Holy Spirit.  It is the kind of love that makes us to know that when our brother is speaking words of correction to us, that those words are for our good and not to harm us, even when those words sting as the edge of a sword is known to do. It’s the kind of love that would make it difficult to know a truth that can be of assistance to that brother or sister and keep on like we don’t know.
Philippians 1:27 AMP
(27) Only be sure as citizens so to conduct yourselves [that] your manner of life [will be] worthy of the good news (the Gospel) of Christ, so that whether I [do] come and see you or am absent, I may hear this of you: that you are standing firm in united spirit and purpose, striving side by side and contending with a single mind for the faith of the glad tidings (the Gospel).

How can we contend with a single mind for the faith if we are quarreling over those things that don’t matter, except in our own arenas? We quarrel, rather than standing side by side contending for the faith. Who benefits from such behavior? We must be more discerning about what things we should battle for. The Gospel is always worth it! 
Colossians 1:28-29 AMP
(28) Him we preach and proclaim, warning and admonishing everyone and instructing everyone in all wisdom (comprehensive insight into the ways and purposes of God), that we may present every person mature (full-grown, fully initiated, complete, and perfect) in Christ (the Anointed One).
(29) For this I labor [unto weariness], striving with all the superhuman energy which He so mightily enkindles and works within me.
We are to be about the business of introducing Christ to the world, but we are not to stop there. We are also to be about the business of helping those babes in Christ to grow in to a person who is mature in Christ. 
1 Thessalonians 5:14 AMP
(14) And we earnestly beseech you, brethren, admonish (warn and seriously advise) those who are out of line [the loafers, the disorderly, and the unruly]; encourage the timid and fainthearted, help and give your support to the weak souls, [and] be very patient with everybody [always keeping your temper]. [Isa. 35:4.]
The balance laid out in this verse shows that we are to admonish those who are out of line, but also to encourage the timid and fainthearted as we also support the weak souls. If you walk in the Spirit, He will show you who is who. Because they faint and strike back at a word of correction does not automatically mean they are timid, fainthearted or weak. It could just mean that they have learned how to manipulate other believers into allowing them to stay in their sin.  They have learned from years of perfecting their routine how to turn on the spirit of offense to make you feel they are not “ready” for the level of correction that the Spirit of God has called you to share with them. They have come to believe that lie themselves.

Titus 1:9-11 AMP

 (9) He must hold fast to the sure and trustworthy Word of God as he was taught it, so that he may be able both to give stimulating instruction and encouragement in sound (wholesome) doctrine and to refute and convict those who contradict and oppose it [showing the wayward their error].
(10) For there are many disorderly and unruly men who are idle (vain, empty) and misleading talkers and self-deceivers and deceivers of others. [This is true] especially of those of the circumcision party [who have come over from Judaism].
(11) Their mouths must be stopped, for they are mentally distressing and subverting whole families by teaching what they ought not to teach, for the purpose of getting base advantage and disreputable gain. 
Hold on to the word as you have learned it from the Spirit of God, not that which is taught from the doctrines of men or demons. Ask Him for His truth and His wisdom. He will give it to you liberally. 

Beware of the self-deceivers and deceivers of others. And by the Love of God, DO NOT turn away from the duty to stop the mouths of those who teach what they out not to teach.  This describes them as those who do so for the advantage they will gain over others. This is NOT a “suggestion” it is instruction given to those who would stand for truth. 

You have the Spirit of God, His word and the Blood of the Lamb to equip you to do His work.  Do not be put off by the spirit of offense, but do not attempt to administer correction if you are not led by the Spirit of God to do so in His Spirit of Love. And by no means should you forget to take all that is available to you as you go into these battles.
In His service,
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